Tarantulas have small hairs on their feet that help them climb with ease.
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A tarantula’s bite can be painful, but its venom is not deadly to humans.
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There are about 850 kinds of tarantulas. They live on every continent except Antarctica.
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Tarantulas live in a variety of habitats, from steamy rain forests to dry deserts.
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In tropical regions, some kinds of tarantulas live in trees.
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Most tarantulas live in holes they dig, called burrows. Sometimes they dig their burrows beneath rocks. Burrows are often located on hillsides.
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The biggest spiders in the world are tarantulas.
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Tarantulas mostly eat insects. Species that live in rain forests also feed on frogs, toads, mice, and other small animals. Some tarantulas can survive on water alone for about three years.
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Tarantulas can run very fast, although not for very long at a time. They do not jump.
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In the American Southwest, male tarantulas are sometimes seen crossing highways in huge numbers as they wander in search of females.

[image: image10.wmf]

A female tarantula spins a patch of silk in her burrow on which to lay her eggs. Once she has finished laying the eggs, she forms the silk into a sack-like container.
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Female tarantulas may lay 80 to more than 1,000 eggs. The mother tarantula guards the egg sack until the baby tarantulas hatch and leave the burrow.
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Near a tarantula’s head are the pedipalps, which look like two little legs. They help the spider eat.
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The tarantula’s enemies include skunks, birds, lizards, frogs, toads, snakes, wasps, and other tarantulas.
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In cold climates, tarantulas stay in their burrows throughout the winter. They sometimes plug the opening to the burrow with webs, leaves, and soil.
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Most tarantulas line the entrance of their burrows with webs that they spin.
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